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O any given day, this entrepre-
neur can be found renning his
technodogy business from his
home office, playing vollerball
on East Beach, perfecting his
diwn dog st Yogn Soup, men-
toring Budding industrialais
lecturing at 13C Santa Barbara,
and relusdng with his three caty
at his Riviera home. & Midwest
trangplant, 35-vearald Habm 3
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KIM KIELER
GALLERY

FINE ART & FURNISHINGS

Vietnamese Artist Mal Anh exclusive dealer

B05-899-2299
www.kimkielergallery.com
wirw.kim3.com
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capecially admires the plethora of nanprafic
arganizations the town has o offer, Smce
moving here nearly three years ago, the sell-
professed Santa Barbara fanatic has
immersed himsell in both his professional
and personal passions, entrenching himself
in the fabric of the community

Key armosng Flabea's paersuits 3 his lotest
venture, Catalyst, & not-for-profic lecture and
event weries for young professonali, Habea
heltped construct the nonprofit model for the
luskness, where spensens host cochaadl misers
and guest speakers address topics of entrepre-
newrship, Branelal Ueerscy, and philasthropy.
*1 spend time with voung entrepreneurs whe
are right where [ was when | started e says
“They have enthusiasm, drive, and motiva-
wiom, bt they need help executing the plan—
that's where [ came in”

Catalyst arose a5 an outreach concept of
his tech company, Nompheric, founded In
2002 The multifaceted consulting practics
helps entreprencurs launch budneses,
inclucles an investenent division that buys
it and ralves |.u|'h|l||| for thiowe |'H.Iltll-|‘1kl=_.
and also works with educational, academic,
anel ponprofit programs. For the lstter, he
Jeckures abont technology and entreprencur-
inl toples ot LICSB and Santa Rarbara City
College and mentors students ensolled in the
LICSE Technology Mansgement Progmm

If anyone knows how it feels to launch o
caresr as o youny entreprencay, it's Habra,
Boen bn Lebanon, he spent hix early child-
hood in Brussels, eventually moving with his
Farndly to Kalamazoo He worked his way
through schoal at the University of Michi-
gan with computer-reloted pn'lh. ancl was
introduced ta the Web in 1994, While still
finlshing degrees in English and philoso-
phy, he storted Web Elite—an tnnovative
Intemes application and enline communica-
Ll company, He worked as CEO for six
years then sold the business in 2002, A 248,
Habirn found himself at o crossroads. 71 sisd-
denly had a freedom that [ never thought
1 wosld hove by that age,” le says, Do |
continue tqthnlﬂng}'? Dl iry a career in
film? Stand-up comedy? | Felt 1ike nnwthing
was possible.” He approached his mentor,
branding maven Janet Muldeman (claims to
fame include Domino's Pizza), for guidance,
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Her prophetic reply: "Why not do icall?® "1
was blown away by that notion,” says Habra,
“But it really was that simple.”

s first step was to lesve the “heng-
freexing cold” of Kalamazoo for the
palm-studded shores of Venice Beach. He
warkesl as o consultant, developing business
plans and targeting clients for companies,
while attending klm prnﬂu:tiun and seript-
welting eloswes i his spare time. Although
he enjoyed his work and thrived in his new
cligs, he soon Fele at axids with the fuh[-pu(od
lifestyle of LA “I'm nat quite as glmorous
as | thought 1 coubd be,” he savs. 1 wanted
more simplicity,”

As Fate wonld have i1, Habra found ldm-
self pasaing through Santa Borbara while on
a business trip ‘1 was instantly enamared,”
he saye Theee year oge, le secured o chient
in town and transitionad into a more Laid-
bock way of We—enjoving drinks at
local watering holes, weekend hikes, and
wluits to the “tiny corner shopa that make
this such & special place”

“Chne of the first things [ did when 1
maved here was join Big Brothers Big
Sisters, where | met my listle brother
Alexset,” says Hobeo, "Both of his legs were
amputated due to a health condition, yet he
bas me Lt oF boundasies, He alwnys
reminds me to stay positive’ Next, he
wigned on ta work with the Riviera Associn-
uion Board—which fosters communication
in his meighborhood during disasters—and
the MIT Central Coast Forum, “a definitive
standare for area entreprencurs, angel Inves-
tors, and venture capltalists” he explains.

Haow does he find time for it all? *['m a
high-energy person,” le says. "When [
finally found a place thot | wanted to call
hame, 1ot anly got moare involved, bat
1 tried & bit of everything " Also vying for
Hlabra's attention Chartmedics (an online
storage for medical records), Internet city
gulde SBClick.com [ resource for neweoms
ers), and, of coarse, further mentorship and
volunteer commitments,

"My way of declaring my enthusiasm for
livlng here s through my nvolvement in the
community—I look at it as a social obliga-
tion,” he says "It only takes a linde extra
elfort to make a difference” =
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