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Only the Internet economy
could transform a liberal-arts stu-
dent’s hobby into a business that
employs 40 people and records an-

nual revenue of
$3.4 million.
When Habra
was a senior ma-
joring in Eng-
lish and philoso-
phy at the
University of
Michigan in 1995,
he realized the
World Wide
Web was more than an academic
experiment, It had commercial
value. So he taught himself the ba-
sics and started developing sites
while still in school.

In 1996, he developed sites for
UM. He started working for Sun Mi-
crosystems Inc. in 1997 and Wells
Fargo and Co, in 1998,

Web Elite, which currently has
12 clients, hasn't felt the effects of
the Internet sector’'s downturn,
Habra said. In the past six months,
it has added 15 employees. He at-
tributes that to Web Elite’s special-
ty in building applications within
a company rather than business-
to-consumer sites.

— Jeffrey Kosseff




